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Free and open to the public. Refreshments will be served. 
Beatrice Fernando will share with the BU Community her experiences of surviving 
modern day slavery. 
Beatrice Fernando was born and raised the youngest of thirteen children in Sri Lanka. 
Extreme poverty forced her to seek employment as a housemaid while her parents cared 
for her young child. Ms. Fernando responded to an ad from a local job agency that 
placed Sri Lankan housemaids with families in Lebanon. At 23 years old she left her 
son and family behind to earn money necessary to support them. Instead, she was traf-
ficked to Lebanon as a domestic slave, where her wealthy slaveholder refused to pay 
her, locked her inside the home, unhooked the phone, forbade her from going outside 
or communicating with others, and physically abused her. 
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